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Italian Baroque music by Berklee School of 
Music String Quartet

Welcome by Cav. Anthony Pangaro – FICCB 
Chairman

Remarks by Nicola De Santis - Consul General of 
Italy and by our presenting sponsor, IGT

Presentation of 2016 Thomas M. Menino 
Awards to Federico Cortese and Silvio Micali

Closing remarks by Ettore Santucci – FICCB 
President

Italian Baroque music by Berklee School of 
Music String Quartet

Special guest performance by Alan Pasqua and 
Marco Pignataro 

Berklee School of Music Jazz Trio

EVENT PROGRAM

THANK Y OU TO OUR HOST



2016 MAYOR THOMAS M. MENINO�
AWARD RECIPIENTS

The Mayor Thomas M. Menino Award is  presented by the 
Friends of the Italian Cultural Center of Boston  in 

recognition of outstanding contributions towards the 
preservation and promotion of Italian heritage and culture.

FED ER IC O COR TESE
Boston Youth Symphony Orchestras

on Music at Harvard University.From 1998 to 2002, he served as 
Assistant Conductor of  the Boston Symphony Orchestra under Seij i 
Ozawa. In addition to his annual scheduled concerts, Mr. Cortese led the 
Boston Symphony several times in Symphony Hall and at Tanglewood, 
most notably performing Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 and Puccini’s 
Madama Butterfly. 


      Mr. Cortese has conducted several prominent symphony orchestras, 
including Atlanta, Dallas, Houston, BBC Scottish Symphony, Sydney 
Symphony, and Oslo Philharmonic. Opera engagements have included 
Maggio Musicale in Florence, Spoleto Festival in Italy and the United 
States, Boston Lyric Opera, Opera Theatre of St. Louis, Finnish National 
Opera, Opera Australia, and Washington National Opera. Mr. Cortese 
has been Music Coordinator and Associate Conductor of the Spoleto 
Festival in Italy. He also served as Assistant Conductor to Robert Spano 
and to Daniele Gatti. 


      Mr. Cortese studied composition and conducting at the 
Conservatorio di Santa Cecilia in Rome and subsequently studied at the 
Hochschule für Musik in Vienna. He also studied literature and 
humanities and holds a law degree from La Sapienza University in Rome.



      Federico Cortese assumed the post of Music 
Director of  the Boston Youth Symphony 
Orchestras in 1999. He has conducted throughout 
the United States, Australia, China, and Europe. 
He is also the Music Director of  the 
Harvard-Radclif fe Orchestra and Senior Lecturer 

SILVIO MICALI
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

      Silvio Micali is the recipient of the A.M. Turing 
Award for transformative work that laid the 
theoretical foundations for the science of 
cryptography, and in the process pioneered new 
methods for efficient verification of mathematical 
proofs in complexity theory.  He is also the 
recipient of the Goedel prize (in theoretical computer science) and the 
RSA prize (in cryptography), and is a member of the National Academy 
of Sciences, the National Academy of Engineering, and the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences.


      Prof. Micali is a visionary whose work has contributed to the 
mathematical foundations of cryptography and has advanced the 
theory of computation. His non-conventional thinking has fundamentally 
changed our understanding of basic notions such as randomness, 
secrets, proof, knowledge, collusion, and privacy, which have been 
contemplated and debated for millennia. This foundational work was a 
key component in the development of the computer security industry, 
facilitated by his patents and start-up companies. His work has also 
had great impact on other research areas in computer science and 
mathematics. Silvio’s educational and teaching talents are no less 
legendary. His lectures are consistently entertaining and illuminating. 
They use numerous cartoons and remarkable stories of unlikely heroes, 
villains and impossible tasks, designed to highlight new ideas and 
concepts. 


      Prof. Micali was born in Palermo, Sicily, in 1954 and received his 
undergraduate education in Rome, graduating with a degree in 
mathematics from Sapienza University in 1978 as one of the brightest 
students of Professor Corrado Böhm. He earned his PhD under Manuel 
Blum at the University of California, Berkeley in 1982. After a 
postdoctoral position in Toronto (1982-1983), he joined the faculty at 
MIT in July 1983, where he has been since.
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Alan Pasqua (piano) and Marco Pignataro (sax) 


     A lan Pasqua, Professor of Jazz Studies a t USC, was born in New Jersey 
and began studying piano at the age of seven, playing both c lassica l and jazz. 
He  a ttended Indiana University and rece ived his bachelor’s degree in  jazz 
studies from  the New England Conservatory. While per form ing a concert at 
Ca rnegie  Hall, Pasqua  met the legendary drum mer Tony Williams. Pasqua  was 
asked to join The New Tony Will iams Li fe time  a long w ith guitar ist Allan 
Holdsworth. Afte r recording two “L ifetime” album s for Columbia  Records, 
Pasqua relocated in  Los Angeles. His career  in L.A. broadened as he star ted 
playing w ith m ore  rock and pop a rtists. Aside  from  h is many c ritically 
acclaimed recordings as a leader, in 2008, Pasqua joined forces w ith Pe ter  
Erskine  and Dave Carpente r, arranging, co-producing and playing on the 
Gram my Award nominated trio album “Standards”. His latest c ritically 
acclaimed release, “Tw in Bill” (BFM Digita l) fea tures Pasqua  recorded on two 
pianos, playing the music  of Bill Evans.�

     Marco P ignataro is a multitalented saxophone  player, composer, and 
educa tor  origina lly from  Bologna , Italy. He has shared stages w ith a rtists such 
as Eddie  Gom ez, J oanne  Brackeen, Danilo Pérez, George  Garzone, John 
Patitucci, Rufus Reid, Kenwood Dennard, Antonio Sanchez, Ben Street, Billy 
Drumm ond, Billy Hart, Vic tor  Lew is, Cla rk Te rry, and Jon Faddis, among 
othe rs. P ignata ro was the  director and cofounder of the  J azz and Caribbean 
Music  Departm ent and was the cha ir of the Jazz Saxophone Department at 
the Conserva tory of Music  of Pue rto Rico. He was also a  board m ember of the  
Inte rna tional Associa tion of Jazz Educators (IAJE), the president and founder of 
the IAJE chapter of Puerto Rico, and faculty at the  University of Ve rac ruz 
Inte rna tional Summer Jazz Sem inars. His colum n, “Style  &  Influence,” was 
regular ly featured in the  quarte rly magazine Jazz Improv. Pignata ro is a 
D’Addar io Woodwind Perform ing Artist.  Togethe r with  Danilo Pe rez, Marco 
currently leads the Berk lee G loba l J azz Institute  (BGJ I), the prem iere  jazz 
program  &  cente r of musica l c rea tivity at Berklee College of Music  in  Boston.

SPECIA L PERFORMA NCE BY

JAZZ TRIO 
B erk lee Scho ol  of Music

Witness Matlou – piano;  Barry Smith – bass;  Bob Gullotti - drums

STRIN G QUARTET 
B erk lee Scho ol  of Music

Laith Sidiq – Violin;  Bengisu Gokce - Violin
Anna Stromer – Viola;  Naseem Alatrash – Cello

MU SICA L PROG RA M



ABOUT FRIENDS OF THE ITALIAN CULTURAL CENTER OF BOSTON, INC.

     FICCB inspires people to think, talk and dream about Boston’s 
Italian-American culture and the future of our relationship with Italy. A 
not-for-profit corporation, it was founded in December 2012 to create a 
novel Italian cultural center, preserve our rich Italian heritage, and forge a 
strong, united community of italophiles.  What’s different about FICCB is 
its forward-looking, fresh take on Italian-American identity: while firmly 
rooted in history, FICCB seeks to create a 21st-century cultural institution 
to celebrate all of the contributions Italians have made and will make in 
science, academia, enterprise, art and culture, innovation, philanthropy 
and community service in the Boston and New England area.                        . 


     FICCB’s cultural center will first and foremost be based on vision, 
programming and shared values, a “virtual” community. Eventually, we will 
build a physical center that FICCB and other organizations with aligned 
missions can call home. In the short term, FICCB’s goal is to unite people 
in promoting Italian culture through all available channels. In the long term, 
it aims to construct a beautiful, state-of-the-art facility to showcase and 
nurture every facet of Italian culture. Building a cultural center will take 
time, but FICCB is not about a building: it is a mission. That’s why FICCB 
is now busy laying its intellectual foundation, both online and in public 
venues and shared spaces – a hub-and-spoke framework that reaches into 
many aspects of Italian culture, heritage, enterprise and academia, both 
close to Boston and farther away, all the way to Italy.       \             . 


     Italianissimo! 2016 symbolizes the inclusiveness of FICCB: being an 
italophile is a frame of mind, not an ethnic identity, as you do not have to 
be of Italian descent to yearn to appreciate the Renaissance masters, learn 
Italian, enjoy opera, or understand how Brexit will impact Italy and the U.S. 
The proceeds from italianissimo! 2016 will help FICCB support programs 
that range from teaching Italian language to public lectures, concerts and 
art exhibits; from honoring Italians in enterprise, science and innovation to 
celebrations of Italian food and folklore; from providing services to 
Italian-American communities to social events.                          . 


     FICCB strives to be relevant and open to younger peoples’ voices. We 
will soon launch initiatives to recognize and support Italians and 
Italian-Americans of all ages who are a positive force in Boston and New 
England and are re-inventing the future in commerce, academia, the arts 
and public service.                               .


